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Research(background(
The research is a strategic and discursive engagement with the ontological 
conditions required to sustain ecological futures, and the context is the field of 
‘reintroduction biology’ that seeks to restock and recreate broad scale 
ecological systems that have been historically degraded through human 
influence. The work is underpinned by my own theories of Ecosophical Praxis, 
Tony Fry’s Design Futuring and James Miller’s seminal writings around the 
‘extinction of human experience’, couched in the fundamental understanding 
that the ecological crises we face today are at root cultural crises. 
The project therefore examines the composite network of ecologies that 
underpin conservation projects (the cultural, the biophysical and the synthetic) 
with the aim of underlining what might remain misunderstood, overlooked or 
underestimated by such predominantly scientifically-led endeavours. Towards 
that end the project involved canvassing the staff and volunteers from the 
organisation to glean their reflections upon the broader cultural conditions that 
were impelling their specific biological projects, with the aim of generating 
transdisciplinary discussion around the possibility and problematics of 
remaking ‘futures of the future’.  
The project’s initial creative outcome involved the practice-led conception, 
production and post examination of a mediatised art experience, intended as a 
‘clearing space’ through which perspectives on ecological futures gleaned from 
the scientists could be embodied. It aimed to stimulate subsequent 
conversational exchanges and as such is best understood as a measured 
contribution towards promoting the requisite cultural conditions that might in 
turn promote new kinds future sustaining conceptions of self, conceived in 
relationship to both community and its sustaining environments.(
 The specific questions for this work are,  
• In the context of the science of ‘Reintroduction Biology’ and remote 
Australia, how might works best speak to the cultural dimensions of 
scientific endeavour in formats that will resonate with both regional and 
city-based audiences? 
• How might we coopt routine scientific processes to become the structural 
bases of compelling creative experiences, whilst also interrogating their 
cultural roots. 
• What place might artist researchers have in the public facing strategies of 
environmental NGOs aiming to shift public from reflecting upon 
knowledge towards taking action based upon learning. 
• How might works focus participant reflection on relationships between 
sustain-ability, related ontological conceptions, and consequently what 
Miller terms, the “extinction of human experience”. 
The methodology was primarily practice-led and rooted in grounded theory. 
Use of questionnaires, blogs, interviews and conversational exchanges not 
only for the development of the work itself, but as an ongoing process, 
provided further data for analysis - aiding the evolution and development of the 
work and its structures. 
 
Research(contribution(
Innovation arose in the creation of a unique form of audiovisual experience that 
cross-fertilised ideas from Behavioural/Conservation Ecology, Media Arts, 
Interactive design and Sonic Design, with each disciplinary focus co-
contributing to the shared problem (of ecology). This was achieved by a 
detailed and discursive design process, leading to an appropriate interactive 
design methodology that could best engage viewers and scientists alike. 
(
Research(significance(
The project was originally funded by a competitively won grant: an Australian 
Network for Art and Technology Synapse Art-Science Residency Grant, 
$31,000, supported by in kind funding and logistical support from the 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy of approximately $18,000. The first outcome 
was premiered appropriately close to AWC headquarters in the main exhibition 
space of Mildura Gallery (far NW Victoria, Australia) allowing AWC staff and 
executive to attend the event and give valuable feedback. Furthermore a 
senior AWC public engagement executive and a senior ecologist opened the 
work. We are now in discussion to develop an ARC Linkage project emerging 
form this phase and a range of academic papers and chapters referencing the 
work are in active planning and preparation phases. 
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